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Policy & Resources Commi�ee agrees support for business in cri�cal need as a result of
self-isola�ng
The Policy & Resources Commi�ee has agreed it will consider providing excep�onal support,
on a case by case basis, to businesses who ﬁnd themselves in a cri�cal state as a result of
staﬀ having to self-isolate, which would be based on the current Payroll Co-funding scheme.
Local businesses, par�cularly small businesses, have raised concerns about how a poten�al
two-week self-isola�on period for staﬀ members may impact them following the relaxing of
border restric�ons on July 1 st.
Workers who are advised by Public Health that they need to self-isolate for 4 days or more
and who cannot work from home can already make a claim for sickness beneﬁt. The
maximum weekly rate is £168.07 but beneﬁt is based on an individual’s own contribu�on.
Workers directed to self-isolate can self-cer�fy for up to 14 days. While the Commi�ee
recognises that this would not make up the normal income for many businesses, any period
of self-isola�on will be strictly short term, and the likelihood of being required to self-isolate
at the current �me is low.
Today (14 July) there are 14 ac�ve cases in Guernsey and a further 35 people self-isola�ng
as a result of being the contact of a posi�ve case. As the vaccina�on programme con�nues
to make quick progress, with 75% of adults already having received two doses of vaccine,
the already low risk of needing to self-isolate is being reduced further. By early August it is
expected that all of those who choose to have both doses will have had the opportunity to
do so.
There remains a possibility that a small business could ﬁnd its staﬀ are required to selfisolate and this could have a signiﬁcant short-term impact on the business. If a business
ﬁnds itself in this situa�on and, as a result, things become cri�cal, the Commi�ee will
consider claims on a case-by-case basis.
Deputy Mark Helyar, Treasury lead for the Policy & Resources Commi�ee said
“Our aim through all of the business support we have arranged throughout the
pandemic has been to help viable businesses survive these extraordinary �mes.
That’s s�ll the case now for those sectors which can s�ll apply for the various

support schemes, and if we’re going to use public funds responsibly, we need to take
that same approach for businesses aﬀected by a self-isola�on requirement. So,
where businesses ﬁnd they’re in a cri�cal situa�on, they should contact us and we
will consider their claim. We want to reassure local businesses that we will con�nue
to provide support where necessary.”
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